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General Overview

Talweeh Academy offers a structured and academically rigorous Hadith Specialization
Program dedicated to the service of the noble Prophetic tradition. For centuries, scholars
and students have devoted their time, resources, and intellect to the preservation,
transmission, analysis, and explanation of the Prophet’s (%) sayings and actions. At
Talweeh Academy, we are honored to continue in this noble legacy, striving to be among

those who uphold and serve the divinely inspired Sunnah.

This specialization program which ranges over 2 years is designed for students who
possess proficiency in the Arabic language, a deep reverence for the science of Hadith, and
the ability to engage in independent study and reading. The program aims to offer a
concise yet comprehensive framework that equips students with foundational knowledge
in the sciences of Hadith. It consists of 17 carefully curated courses, encompassing both

theoretical foundations and practical applications.
Program Curriculum:

1 Introduction to Hadith — 9 Recorded Lessons

Tadwin al-Sunnah (Compilation of the Sunnah) - 12 Live Lessons
Makanat al-Sunnah (The Status of the Sunnah) — 12 Live Lessons
Nukhbat al-Fikar - 32 Recorded Lessons

Ruwat al-Hadith - Part 1 (Narrators of Hadith) — 12 Live Lessons

Takwin al-Isnad (Formation of Chains of Transmission) — 14 Live Lessons

N N AN W N

Al-Jarh wa al-Ta‘dil (Criticism and Accreditation of Narrators) — 20 Live
Lessons

8 Ruwat al-Hadith - Part 2 — 12 Live Lessons
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9 Manahij al-Muhaddithin (Methodologies of the Hadith Scholars) — 12 Live
Lessons

10 Takhrij (Referencing Hadiths in Primary Sources) — 8 Live Lessons

11 Dirasat al-Asanid (Analysis of Chains of Transmission) — 8 Live Lessons

12 Al-Athbat wa al-Faharis (Indexes and Referential Works) — 8 Live Lessons

13 Orientalist Critique of Hadith Studies — 8 Live Lessons

14 Tlal al-Hadith (Hidden Defects in Hadith) - 15 Live Lessons

15 Tadrib al-Rawi (Advanced Study Based on al-Suyati’'s Manual)

16 Sahih al-Bukhari - Selected Readings and Analysis

17 Muwatta’ Malik - Selected Readings and Analysis

Please note that the duration of each course is subject to modification.

Detailed Course Overviews

Course: Introductory Course: Overview of the Hadith Sciences
Duration: 9 Recorded Lessons
Overview:

This foundational module introduces the various disciplines associated with the Prophetic
traditions, serving as the entry point to the Takhassus fi al-Hadith. It traces the
transmission and preservation of hadith from the Prophetic era through the generations
of the noble Companions and their successors, culminating in the emergence of distinct

classifications of hadith literature during the formative centuries of Islam.
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The module also surveys the evolution of Mustalah al-Hadith and its subsidiary disciplines,
providing a conceptual framework for the detailed study to follow. Each discipline

introduced here will later be examined in depth within its respective specialized course.
Learning Outcomes:

e Outline the historical development of hadith literature from the Prophetic era to
the early centuries.

® Recognize the main categories of hadith compilations and their historical contexts.

e Understand the scope and function of Mustalah al-Hadith and its related sciences.

e Establish a foundational framework for advanced study in the specialization.
Course Material:

® Teacher’s notes

Course: Tadwin al-Sunnah (Codification of the Sunnah)
Duration: 12 Live Lessons
Overview:

This course presents a detailed historical study of hadith in light of its codification,
beginning from the Prophetic era through the earliest generations. Students will examine
the socio-historical context, motivations, and methodological developments that shaped

the preservation of the Sunnah.

The course explores the different genres of hadith compilations in depth, including the
al-Muwatta’at, al-Musannafat, al-Masanid, al-Sihah, al-Sunan, al-Ma‘ajim, al-Mustakhrajat,

and other major works up to the fifth century.
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Subsequent lessons address later literary contributions such as Gharib al-Hadith, Mukhtalaf
al-Hadith, Atraf, Takhrij, and Jawami‘. Through this progression, students will gain a clear
understanding of the evolution of hadith codification and become familiar with the most

influential works in each genre.
Learning Outcomes:
By the end of this course, students will be able to:

® Trace the historical progression of hadith codification from the Prophetic era to
the fifth century.

e Differentiate between the major genres of hadith compilations and their distinctive
features.

e Identify the leading works within each genre and their respective authors.

® Appreciate the scholarly motivations and methodological considerations in the

compilation process.

Course Material:
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Course: Makanat al-Sunnah
Duration: 12 LIVE LESSONS
Overview:

This course examines the authoritative position of the Sunnah in Islam, with a detailed
study of its role alongside the Quran. It addresses the theological foundation for the
infallibility of the Prophets, the binding nature of Prophetic narrations, and their

legislative authority.

Students will explore responses to early hadith rejectors, assess the nature of Prophetic
narrations, and review significant works authored in defense of the Sunnah. The course
emphasizes a critical understanding of both historical and contemporary perspectives,
equipping students with the ability to articulate the Sunnah’s indispensable place in

Islamic law and belief.
Learning Outcomes:
By the end of this course, students will be able to:

e Explain the theological and legal basis for the authority of the Sunnah.
® Analyze arguments of early hadith rejectors and formulate scholarly responses.
® Assess the nature and categories of Prophetic narrations.

e Identify and evaluate classical works defending the Sunnah.
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Course Material:
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Course: Nukhbat al-Fikar (Mustalah 1)
Duration: 32 RECORDED LESSONS
Overview:

This course offers an in-depth study of Ibn Hajar’s celebrated work on hadith
nomenclature, Nukhbat al-Fikar. The text is taught with comprehensive explanation,
supported by relevant examples, critical analysis, and examination of the intellectual

foundations of hadith classification.

Students will engage with methodological principles governing hadith categorization,
exploring how scholars historically applied these principles in authenticating narrations.
Upon completion, students will be prepared to access and benefit from advanced works

such as al-Suyuti’s Tadrib al-Rawi.



Learning Outcomes:
By the end of this course, students will be able to:

® Demonstrate familiarity with the key terms and definitions in hadith sciences.
® Apply principles of classification to various types of hadith.
e C(iritically analyze examples of authentic, weak, and fabricated narrations.

® Prepare for advanced study of comprehensive works on hadith methodology.

Course Material:

Required Reading:
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Course: Ruwat al-Hadith (Narrators of Hadith) Part 1

Duration: 12 LIVE LESSONS
Overview:

This course covers selected sections from Dr. ‘Awwad ibn Humayd al-Ruwayshi’s
renowned work Ruwat al-Hadith, focusing on three key areas. Students will first examine
the status of the Sahabah and survey classical works dedicated to their biographies. The
course then introduces the genre of Tabaqat literature, highlighting major compilations
and the methodologies employed by their authors. Finally, students will explore historical

works documenting the notable scholars and events of various lands.

By studying these topics, students will develop a deep appreciation of the successive
generations after the Prophet £ and the literature that preserves their legacy. This course

also strengthens familiarity with reference works essential to advanced hadith scholarship.
Learning Outcomes:
By the end of this course, students will be able to:

® Recognize the unique status of the Sahabah and subsequent generations.
e Identify the principal 7Tabaqat works and understand their methodological
frameworks.

® [ocate and utilize historical sources on notable scholars from different regions.
Course Material:
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Required Reading:
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Course: Tadrib al-Rawi Mustalah 2
Duration: To the end of the program
Overview:

This course provides an in-depth study of al-Suyuti’s extensive masterpiece Tadrib al-Rawi,
one of the most comprehensive works on hadith nomenclature. Building upon the
foundational principles acquired in Mustalah 1, students will explore the full spectrum of
terminology, classifications, and technical discussions governing the authentication,

transmission, and preservation of hadith.

The course emphasizes advanced applications of hadith terminology, examining case
studies drawn from classical literature and demonstrating how the rules outlined by
earlier scholars are applied in practice. The depth and breadth of Tadrib al-Rawi along
with Sh. Awwambh’s extensive footnotes will enable students to approach higher-level

hadith research with methodological precision.
Learning Outcomes:

® Master advanced hadith terminology as presented in Tadrib al-Rawi.
® Apply the principles of hadith classification to complex scholarly examples.

® Analyze and reconcile differences in terminology usage among classical scholars.
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® DPrepare for specialized research in the sciences of hadith.

Course Material:
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Course: Takwin al-Isnad (Formation of the Isnad)
Duration: 14 Live Lessons
Overview:

This course provides a detailed explanation of how the Isnad developed from the
Prophetic era through the generations of the Sahabah, their successors, and subsequent
scholars, culminating in the major hadith compilations. Students will study the various
methods employed in identifying and learning the most prominent narrators, with

practical application of the Madar method.
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The course also examines the principal compilers of the early generations and the most
significant teachers of the six Imams. By the end of the course, students will be
well-acquainted with the leading narrators whose transmissions form the core of the six
canonical collections, and they will gain a deeper understanding of the natural progression
of hadith transmission. This foundation prepares students for advanced modules in al-Jarh

wa al-Ta‘dil and al-Ilal.

Students will also be required to commit to memory a selection of hadiths along with
their respective chains of transmission, employing the previously described method for
ease in memorization. This practice serves as an initial engagement with the classical

tradition of hadith preservation in its most authentic and unadulterated form.
Learning Outcomes:
By the end of this course, students will be able to:

® Outline the historical development of the isnad from the Prophetic era to the
codification period.

e Apply the Madar method in tracing transmission chains.

o Identify key narrators leading up to the six canonical collections.

® Understand the relationship between isnad development and the emergence of

hadith compilations.

Course Material:

® Teacher’s notes
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Course: Al-Jarh wa al-Ta‘dil Criticism and Validation of Narrators
Duration: 20 Live Lessons
Overview:

This course offers an in-depth study of the principles and application of narrator
criticism, guided by ‘Abd al-‘Aziz al-‘Abd al-Latif’s well-regarded work Dawabit al-Jarh wa
al-Ta‘dil. Students will examine the nature of narrator evaluation, the interaction between

criticism (jarh) and validation (ta‘dil), and the terminology used by the experts in this field.

The course also addresses the external factors that influence narrator assessment, such as
theological and political differences, providing students with a framework to critically

engage with the statements of the hadith masters and apply balanced judgment.

To conclude the course, students will be required to extensively research a selected
narrator, critically examining the various evaluations made by early hadith scholars and

formulating a balanced, evidence-based assessment of the narrator’s reliability.
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Learning Outcomes:
By the end of this course, students will be able to:

e Understand the foundational principles governing narrator evaluation.
e Differentiate between various types and levels of jarh and ta‘dil.
e Interpret the terminology used by classical critics in narrator assessment.

® Apply principles of fair judgment when reconciling conflicting evaluations.

Course Material:
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Course: Ruwat al-Hadith 2 Advanced Narrator Studies
Duration: 12 Live Lessons
Overview:

This course covers sections 3, 5, and 7 from Dr. ‘Awwad ibn Humayd al-Ruwayshi’s
Ruwat al-Hadith. Section 3 examines the earliest works of al-Jarh wa al-Ta‘dil, Section 7
addresses later works in the same field, and Section 5 covers books authored on personal

names, kuna (patronymics), alqab (titles), and ansab (lineages).

Students will explore the methodologies of early and later scholars, gaining familiarity
with key reference works essential for identifying and assessing narrators. The course also
trains students in accurately vocalizing narrator names, recognizing their identities, and
navigating the literature of al-Jarh wa al-Ta‘dil. The progression of methodology from

al-Bukhari to Ibn Hibban, al-Dhahabi, and Ibn Hajar will be analyzed in detail.
Learning Outcomes:

® Identify and describe major early and later works in al-Jarh wa al-Ta'dil.
e Utilize name, title, and lineage references for narrator identification.
® Accurately read and vocalize narrator names.

e Compare methodological approaches of prominent critics across centuries.

Course Material:
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Course: Manahij al-Muhaddithin (Methodologies of the Hadith Compilers)
Duration: 12 Live Lessons
Overview:

This course examines in detail the methodologies employed by the authors of major
hadith compilations. Students will study the works of Imams: Malik, Ahmad, al-Bukhari,
Muslim, Aba Dawad, al-Tirmidhi, Ibn Majah, al-Nasa’i, al-Darimi, al-Tahawi, and others,

with attention to their approaches in selecting, narrating, and organizing ahadith.

The course highlights the compilers’ narrative habits, subtle indications of ‘ilal (hidden
defects), jurisprudential leanings, and the use of chapter headings as a tool for indicating
scholarly positions. By the end of the course, students will have an in-depth appreciation
for the distinct scholarly personalities and methodological nuances of the major

muhaddithan.



Learning Outcomes:

® Describe the methodologies of major hadith compilers.
® Analyze how compilers selected, structured, and transmitted narrations.
e Identify indications of ‘ilal and juristic opinions within compilations.

e Evaluate the role of chapter headings in conveying scholarly perspectives.

Course Material:
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Course: Takhrij (Sourcing Hadith to Primary References)
Duration: 8 Live Lessons
Overview:

This course trains students in the science of takhrij — sourcing hadith back to their
original references. Students will learn to locate a narration based on partial or full isnad,

partial or complete matn, keywords, or thematic subject.

The course covers the primary reference works of takhrij and teaches how to utilize
modern digital tools that facilitate this process. Instruction includes the proper formatting

of a takhrij, alongside creating visual charts mapping the various transmission routes of a

hadith.
Learning Outcomes:

® [Locate narrations using isndad, matn, or topical references.
e Utilize classical and modern takhrij resources effectively.
® DProperly format a takhrij entry.

e Construct isnad charts showing multiple routes of transmission.
Course Material:
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Course: Dirasat al-Asanid (Chain Analysis)
Duration: 8 Live Lessons
Overview:

After completing studies in Takhrij, al-Jarh wa al-Ta‘dil, and Mustalah, students in this
course learn how to apply rulings to specific Isnads. This capstone application integrates
methodologies from earlier courses, enabling students to critically evaluate narrations

based on chain structure, narrator reliability, and transmission context.
Learning Outcomes:

® Apply cumulative knowledge to assess the strength of a given Isnad.
e Integrate principles from Mustalah, Takhrij, and al-Jarh wa al-Ta'dil.

e Formulate a reasoned grading for narrations based on chain analysis.

Required Reading:
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Course: Al-Athbat wa al-Faharis (Later Chains and Scholarly Indices)
Duration: 8 Live Lessons
Overview:

This course examines the Athbat, Faharis, and Ma‘ajim of later-era narrators. Students will
learn how to locate the maqri’at and masmu‘at of a given narrator with their teachers in

the post-classical period.

Special attention is given to identifying the highest chains with verifiable sama® still
existent today, with a practical application tracing the transmission routes leading to and

through Shah Wali Allah al-Dihlawi.
Learning Outcomes:

e Navigate and interpret later-era athbat and faharis.
o Identify magri’at and masmu‘at in later isnads.
® Trace historically significant high chains with authenticated sama’“.

e Attain knowledge of the world’s most prominent musnideen alive today.

Course Material:
)M }i—ml‘ cij‘ [ ]
Required Reading:
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Course: ‘Ilal al-Hadith (Hidden Defects in Hadith)
Duration: 15 Live Lessons
Overview:

This course addresses one of the most intricate disciplines in hadith studies — the science
of hidden defects (‘lal). Students will learn the principles, terminology, and investigative

methods of identifying subtle flaws in isnad and matn.

Primary materials are drawn from works such as Imam Muslim’s al-Tamyiz, Ibn Abi
Hatim’s al-Ilal, and al-Daraqutni’s al-‘llal, as well as the rules mentioned by Ibn Rajab in
his discussion on Sharh al-‘llal. Students will develop the skill to detect and explain

nuanced inconsistencies and reconcile apparently conflicting reports.
Learning Outcomes:

® Define and categorize different types of ‘ilal.
® Apply investigative methods to identify defects in narrations.

e Utilize classical ‘ilal works for case analysis.
Course Material:

® Teacher’s notes
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Required Reading:
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Course: Orientalists and Modern Hadith Criticism
Duration: 8 Live Lessons
Overview:

This course critically examines the doubts raised by Orientalists regarding the
preservation of hadith, exposing the methodological biases that shaped their conclusions.
Students will study the intellectual roots of modern-day hadith rejection in various
regions, including India and Egypt, and evaluate contemporary academic approaches to

hadith criticism.

Through detailed analysis of key Orientalist works and scholarly refutations, students will

gain the tools to engage with and respond to these critiques in an informed manner.
Learning Outcomes:

® Identify major Orientalist claims about hadith preservation.
® Analyze the historical and ideological contexts behind these critiques.

e Evaluate modern scholarly methods in light of traditional hadith sciences.



Course Material:

® Teacher’s notes

Required Reading:
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® On Schacht’s Origins of Muhammadan Jurisprudence by Muhammad Mustafa
Azmi

® The Origins of Islamic Jurisprudence: Meccan Figh before the Classical Schools by
Harald Motzki

Course: Applied Hadith Analysis: Sahth al-Bukhari
Overview:

This course serves as the pinnacle of the Takhassus fi al-Hadith program, enabling students
to apply the theoretical frameworks they have acquired across the chapters of Sahih
al-Bukhari. Topics such as Mustalah al-Hadith, al-Jarh wal-Ta'dil, Manahij al-Muhaddithin,
‘Ilal, and Intikhab will be examined in practice through the most authentic book after the

Qur’an.

By studying selected passages from Sahth al-Bukhari, students will witness how the
principles taught in earlier modules come alive in applied scholarship. This practical
engagement will not only reveal Imam al-Bukhari’s meticulous methodology but also
equip students with the tools to adopt a similar critical approach when engaging with

other collections of hadith.



Learning Outcomes:
By the end of this course, students will be able to:

® Detect Imam al-Bukhari’s subtle indications to hidden defects in narrations.
® Recognize his precision in selecting and organizing transmission paths.

e Understand the criteria he employed in choosing narrators and narrations.

Course Material:

® Selected passages from Sahih al-Bukhari

® Teacher’s notes
Required Reading:
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Course: Applied Hadith Analysis: al-Muwatta’ li-Imam Malik
Overview:

Building upon students’ experience in applying hadith theory to the Sahih al-Bukhari, this
course introduces al-Muwatta’ of Imam Malik through a hadith-critical lens. Discussions
will cover the isnad traditions leading up to the Muwatta’, the major riwayat, and the

distinctive ways in which later hadith scholars narrated it.
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The course will highlight Imam Malik’s methodological precision in selecting narrators
and narrations, while also examining the presence of mungqati‘ reports within the
Muwatta’. Special attention will be given to narrations for which Imam Malik has been
subject to scholarly critique, as well as to the errors attributed to his student, Yahya ibn
Yahya al-Laythi. Comparative analysis will also explore the differences between the

recensions of ‘Ubaydullah and Ibn Waddah, both transmitters from Yahya.
Learning Outcomes:
By the end of this course, students will be able to:

® Recognize Imam Malik’s precision in selecting narrators and narrations.

e Investigate the muttasil chains for mungqati‘ reports in the Muwatta’.

® Analyze areas where Imam Malik has been critiqued in his transmission.

® Detect textual and transmissional errors in Yahya ibn Yahya al-Laythi’s recension

and compare the recensions of ‘Ubaydullah and Ibn Waddah.

Course Material:

® Selected passages from al-Muwatta’ min Riwayat Yahya

® Teacher’s notes
Required Reading:
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Summary and Outcomes

The Hadith Specialization Program at Talweeh Academy offers a comprehensive and
systematically structured two-year immersion into the sciences of hadith. Under the
instruction of Shaikh Omer Khurshid and Mufti Mohammad Daud Khurshid, students
engage in a rigorous study of the methodologies of transmission, authentication, and
critical evaluation within the classical hadith tradition. The program is designed to
cultivate both a deep reverence for the Prophetic Sunnah and the analytical skills
necessary to assess and grade narrations with academic precision. Graduates will be
equipped with the essential tools to navigate the works of early hadith scholars and will

attain a robust and nuanced understanding of the discipline.
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