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ae Ll (:K»%Y\ (Legal Rulings in Islamic Legal Theory)

Introduction to al-Hukm al-Shari

The scholars of Usal al-Figh define al-hukm al-shar (the legal ruling) as:
o gy o U 1 slias) L) sl ) il ol

Al-hukm al-shar is therefore the speech of Allah—His eternal kalam—connected to
the actions of those who are legally responsible (al-mukallaftn). This connection may take
the form of igtida’ (demand), takhyir (permission/choice), or wad‘ (legal placement, such as

causation or conditions).

Explanation of Key Components
1. “&l olas” — The Speech of Allah

Al-khitab refers to directed speech, and here it refers specifically to Allah’s eternal

speech, not created indications or human interpretations.
2, “Q\Z.Kl\ dl,é‘l.; Gladll” — Connected to the Actions of Moral Agents

A mukallaf is one who is:

e Baligh (legally mature)
e ‘Aqil (possessing intellect)

® In possession of hearing or sight
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® One to whom the divine message has reached

The definition excludes Allah’s speech regarding:

e His own essence and attributes
® The essences of human beings

® I|nanimate entities

Only rulings addressing actions fall under this category.

The Two Categories of Legal Rulings

Al-Hukm al-Taklifi

These are rulings that impose a burden or responsibility on the mukallaf.

They correspond to the phrase:
[
| | }\ s LaB)
Meaning: a demand to act or to abstain, or a choice between action and abstention.
Al-Hukm al-Wad%

These refer to Allah’s legal placement of causes, conditions, preventatives, validity, and

invalidity. (These were explained in Lesson 5 and are not repeated here.)
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The Taklift Rulings According to the Schools

The ustliyytn differed on how to categorize the taklifi rulings.

A. The Majority (Mutakallimiin)
They categorize them into five:

1. g.glé}(\ (Obligation)

2. | (Prohibition)

3. oWl (Recommendation)
4, ) (Disapproval)

5. 4L Y! (Permissibility)
B. The Hanafi School

They categorize them into seven:

1o ol
2. )

30 oeadl [ 2l
40 AUl
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6. L £ oy

7. r\f

Each category is treated as distinct with its own evidentiary requirements and legal

consequences.
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Before Defining the Categories: al-Qat‘t and al-Zanni
Before entering the definitions, one must understand that every scriptural text has:

® O ,} (authenticity)

e 3¥: (indication/meaning)
Each of these may be:

o ki (definitive)

e b (probabilistic)
Thus, evidences fall into four types:

LAY s oyl ol

Example:

Meaning agreed upon by the Ummah.

2.4V (gb ) ol

Example:

A

593 B

A verse whose meaning (qur@’ = menses or purity?) is disputed.

30 AVl s s b
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Authenticity probabilistic, meaning certain.

4Vl b ol g

Understanding these categories is essential because the strength of evidence determines

whether a ruling is fard, wajib, makruah tahrimj, etc.

The Seven Taklifi Rulings (Hanafi Method)

1. ua,;J\ (Obligatory Duty)
A. Definition

Wally 5l (g5 oy Ui o il L
B. Ruling

® Must be believed in and performed
® Denial = kufr
e Abandonment without excuse = fisq
e Example:

Sl Lol

and the unanimous agreement on the five daily prayers.

2. %\ZJ\ (Mandatory Duty)

A. Definition



(&) 12 4 Lo s UL L

B. Ruling

e Obligatory to perform with strong assumption
® Denial without interpretation = dalal
® Abandonment without excuse = fisq

e Example: Salat al-Witr

The fard-wajib distinction is central to the Hanafi school.

w sr08

30 24
A. Definition

el 5T e ) g deb S L
B. Divisions

1. Sf}l\ 4! (Sunnah al-Huda)

2. Sfjl\ & 4! (Mustahabb / Mandab / Nafl)
C. Example (Sunnah Mu’akkadah)

e Adhan
e Igamah

e Congregational prayer

D. Legal Consequences



e Doing it: praise & reward
® [eaving it habitually: blame, punishment

e If abandoned by all: Muslims may be fought (e.g., abandoning adhan)

E. Mustahabb

Reward for performing
e No sin for leaving

e Examples: eating, sleeping habits of the Prophet &
Important Note

If one begins a Sunnah/mustahabb act, one must complete it; leaving it requires

qada’.

P2
4, CL,.U (Permissible)
A. Definition
z z wh
K5 b b sl s Lo
B. Ruling

® No reward or sin either way

e Represents the takhyir in taklif

Example: choosing foods, clothing types (within halal limits)
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A. Definition
2 P
s D9k 8§57 AL
B. Ruling

® [eaving: reward
e Doing: blame (but no sin)

e Example: calling the adhan without wud@
Note

Ibn ‘Abidin writes that tanzihiyyah varies in intensity depending on how strong the

Sunnabh is.

Z or Sos
%

6~ LC.' Gjﬂ‘

A. Definition
z 2 P
s 4 Wy b 87 b L
B. Ruling

® Must be avoided
® Doing it = sin

® Denying it without interpretation = misguidance

Differences Among Hanafis
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o Imam Muhammad: considered it identical to haram

e Abu Hanifah & Abu Yasuf: separate category; close to haram but not equal

Consequence

e Sin but not kufr
® Punishment less severe than haram

e Some described the punishment as deprivation from shafa‘ah (though disputed)
7. (-\;-\ (Forbidden)

A. Definition

or -

z P b
cpld Hay b= 877 b b
B. Ruling

® Belief in its prohibition is obligatory
® Denial = kufr
® Doing it = sin & punishment
e Example:
O Zina
O Theft

0o Murder

Summary (o)

The taklifi rulings in the Hanafi system form a seven-part structure governed by:
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® the certainty of evidence,
e the strength of demand, and

e the legal consequences assigned to action or omission.

Understanding these categories is foundational for deriving rulings and evaluating actions

in figh.



	الأحكام الشرعية (Legal Rulings in Islamic Legal Theory) 
	Introduction to al-Ḥukm al-Sharʿī 
	Explanation of Key Components 
	1. “خطاب الله” — The Speech of Allah 
	2. “المتعلق بأفعال المكلّفين” — Connected to the Actions of Moral Agents 

	The Two Categories of Legal Rulings 
	Al-Ḥukm al-Taklīfī 
	Al-Ḥukm al-Waḍʿī 

	The Taklīfī Rulings According to the Schools 
	A. The Majority (Mutakallimūn) 
	B. The Ḥanafī School 

	Before Defining the Categories: al-Qaṭʿī and al-Ẓannī 
	1. قطعي الثبوت قطعي الدلالة 
	2. قطعي الثبوت ظني الدلالة 
	3. ظني الثبوت قطعي الدلالة 
	4. ظني الثبوت ظني الدلالة 

	The Seven Taklīfī Rulings (Hanafi Method) 
	1. الفَرْض (Obligatory Duty) 
	A. Definition 
	B. Ruling 

	2. الوَاجِب (Mandatory Duty) 
	A. Definition 
	B. Ruling 

	3. السُّنَّة / المُسْتَحَبّ 
	A. Definition 
	B. Divisions 
	C. Example (Sunnah Muʾakkadah) 
	D. Legal Consequences 
	E. Mustaḥabb 
	Important Note 

	4. المُبَاح (Permissible) 
	A. Definition 
	B. Ruling 

	5. المَكْرُوه تَنْزِيهًا 
	A. Definition 
	B. Ruling 
	Note 

	6. المَكْرُوه تَحْرِيمًا 
	A. Definition 
	B. Ruling 
	Differences Among Hanafīs 
	Consequence 

	7. الحَرَام (Forbidden) 
	A. Definition 
	B. Ruling 


	Summary (الحاصل) 

