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Lesson 8 — & . JsY! &l

Usil al-Figh — The First Fundamental Source: The Book of Allah
Definition of “Kitab Allah”

3&. CM‘ e ae Jgall (Ll L} ‘-.’j'&-u g dy‘)‘ dﬁ dji‘ &Tjﬁ\ » :4‘1\‘ .y
3t M 17 e
Translation:

“The Book of Allah is the Qur’an revealed to the Messenger s, written in the
mushafs, and transmitted from him through an uninterrupted, mass-transmitted

(mutawatir) chain without any doubt.”
Explanation:

The Qur’an is the primary source of Islamic legislation. The scholars of usul

emphasize three essential attributes in its definition:

1. Revelation to the Prophet st — distinguishing it from prior scriptures
2. Its preservation in written mushafs — distinguishing it from hadith qudsi

3. Mutawatir transmission — establishing absolute certainty (qat‘iyyah)

Thus, the Qur’an is the only text in Islamic law whose entirety is both:

e Qat'1 al-Thubut (certain in authenticity)
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e Qat'1al-Dalalah in many of its verses

A Note on the Methodological Framework of Usul
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Translation:

“Be aware that the scholars of usul have differing methods in organizing and
presenting legal theory. Abu Zayd al-Dabisi introduced a unique method...”

Explanation:

Different schools of usul-al-figh developed distinct organizational structures. The
Hanaf1i school, particularly following Abu Zayd al-Dabusi, adopted a systematic
framework built upon four stages:

Ibn Qutlubgha’s Foundational Description

(from Khulasat al-Afkar):

“a;\g.é CAL;J\ ?@.ﬂ ‘);] L.sJ;‘ @A\JS\ c_z:} d}i % C'_:\‘)Lﬁc—‘ku 4.3\)&.\;»‘}1 ?.\.usm K% ‘}J\:\i\)
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Translation:

“They chose this categorization because it comprehensively includes all
considerations from the speaker’s initial intent to the final understanding of the

listener. These are the stages through which words pass.”
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Explanation:
Language in usul operates through four stages:

1. Wad' (Linguistic placement) — how words are assigned meanings
2. Bayan (Indication/clarity) — how words indicate meanings
3. Istikhdam (Usage) — how words are used

4. Istidlal (Inference) — how meaning is extracted

The Hanafis analyze Qur’anic language by progressing through these stages
systematically.

The Four Major Divisions of Hanafi Usul

1. Wujith al-Nazm Wad ‘an (Aspects of Structure / Placement)

Four categories:

walall (The Specific)

alall (The General)

d jidal) (Polysemous)

Jss<! (Interpreted to one of its possible meanings)

2. Wujiih al-Bayan (Modes of Indication)
Four clear forms:

Wl (Apparent)
G=ill (Explicit)
il (Clarified)
oSadl (Definitive)



"TALWEEH

ACADEMY

Four corresponding ambiguous forms:

o 4 (Hidden)

e <&l (Problematic)

o Jaxdl (Vague)

o 4Ll (Ambiguously inscrutable)

3. Wujih al-Istikhdam (Modes of Usage)

dasall (Literal)

Jadl (Figurative)

=l (Explicit)

SN (Implicit / Allusive)

4. Wujuh al-Istidlal (Modes of Inference)

o =il e
® ua.d\ EJL:LJ
[ ] ua.ﬂ\ ‘U\Jq

[ ) ua.\j\ ;‘«Lsaz&\

These four form the backbone of Hanafi legal reasoning.
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The First Category: “Considering Words by Their Placement”
bl day )l Ao aalldnida g jlisly Ball)
The four foundational categories:
1. pald) (Specific)
2. aldl (General)
3. djidall (Polysemous)

4. Jss4ll (Interpretable)

In this lesson, we cover al-khas and al- ‘amm.
al-Khas (The Specific Term)

1. Definition
Linguistically:
Derived from (&3, meaning to distinguish or single out.
Ibn Faris said:
"eladl (99 £ o aid Jlaty 53 falad”

Translation:

“The specific is that which applies to one thing excluding others.”

Terminologically:
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A term assigned to a single known meaning, or to one referent alone.

Relativity of Specificity
Ol aladl g paldd),
Explanation with examples:

e “Human” is specific as a genus, general as a species.
e “Man” is specific as a species, general in terms of individuals.

e “Zayd” is specific as an individual, but general in terms of his parts.

Legal Rule of the Specific
Ol Jaing ¥ g clada Al glia gLty (A,
Meaning:

e The specific term is definitive (qat ).
e [t cannot accept further clarification.

e Any text appearing to “clarify it” is treated as a separate, potentially

conflicting text.

Hanafi Distinction from the Majority
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This principle is one of the major points of divergence between the Hanafis and

other schools.

Example: ruka‘ and sujud

%) gasaa) g 1 g2 ) § gial () Leal U7

e “Bow” and “prostrate” are inherently clear.

e Thus, no additional “clarification” is accepted.

The hadith of the man who prayed incorrectly:
"Oiakl i as ) L. (Muttafaqun ‘alayh)

e Tuma ninah (stillness) is additional to bowing.
e According to Hanafls:
o Qur’an = stronger text — ruku‘ = fard

o Hadith = weaker — tuma’ninah = wajib

Subcategories of al-Khas
e al-Amr (Command)
e al-Nahy (Prohibition)
e al-Mutlaq (Unrestricted)

e al-Mugqayyad (Restricted)
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These will have their own dedicated chapters.

al-‘Amm (The General Term)

1. Definition

Linguistically:
From “3” meaning to encompass or surround.

Terminologically:

Jsadll Jis o 31 3 (e L Jady B

A term that includes multiple individuals comprehensively.

Forms of Generality (Siyagh al-‘Umam)

A. Generality Indicated by the Word Itself

1. Singular Noun with Lam of Comprehensiveness

Examples:

™k i Gy &
Lfﬂ‘ L{)A:,AS‘" .""

2. Collective Noun with Lam

a1 515 &)

- an

ua.\.‘ .~:,‘:°")"“ A u-"
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B. Generality Indicated by Meaning

Ambiguous / incomplete nouns
Such as:

e (»(whoever)
e L (whatever)
o i (wherever)

e s (whenever)

Examples of (»

e Conditional: "4 (&% (ms..."
e Interrogative: "Wy (g,

e Relative: "<l slad) A (0 Al 23wy, "

Examples of L

e Conditional: " & (e ) slads Lag, "
o Interrogative: "pusa b dizay dlilag"

e Relative: "l aSaic Lo, "
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Glossary of Key Terms
e Khas — specific
e ‘Amm — general
e Mushtarak — polysemous
e Mu’awwal — interpreted meaning
e Zahir — apparent
e Nass — explicit
e Haqiqah — literal usage
e Majaz — figurative usage
e ‘Ibarat al-nass — direct wording

e Dalalat al-nags — implication of the text
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