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Lesson 9 — al-‘Amm (The General Term) and al-Takhsis (Specification)

al-‘Amm (The General Term)

1. Definition

Linguistically:
From “a=” meaning to encompass or surround.

Terminologically:

Jsadll Jas Ao 31 8 (e L Jaidy BB

A term that includes multiple individuals comprehensively.

Forms of Generality (Siyagh al-‘Umam)
A. Generality Indicated by the Word Itself

1. Singular Noun with Lam of Comprehensiveness

Examples:

"";)L‘;(;é}ém?‘ ZJ!
‘5‘9{“‘ ‘SA:QA.“" ".n

2. Collective Noun with Lam
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B. Generality Indicated by Meaning

Ambiguous / incomplete nouns
Such as:

o (» (whoever)
e L (whatever)
o (u (wherever)

e s (whenever)

Examples of (»

e Conditional: "4 (&% (ms..."
e Interrogative: "Ly (e, "

e Relative: "<l slad) A (o dd 2y, "

Examples of L

e Conditional: " () gladiLag,,."

o Interrogative: "pusa b dizay dlilag"
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e Relative: "l aSaic Lo, "

Introduction

In the study of ‘amm (general expressions) in ustl al-figh, the principle of
takhsis—specification—plays an essential role in understanding Qur’anic
legislation, interpreting prophetic speech, and determining the scope of legal
rulings.

Since the general text (al- ‘amm) encompasses multiple individuals or categories,
the possibility often arises that not all individuals included by wording are
intended by the Lawgiver.

Thus, the usulis developed a rigorous framework for identifying when, how, and
under what conditions certain individuals can be excluded from a general

expression.

In the Hanafi school in particular, the concept of takhsis has distinct principles
and conditions that differ significantly from the methodology of the majority
(al-jumhar).

This lesson introduces the definitions, pillars, conditions, and rulings related to

takhsis, and concludes with examples, applications, and comparative notes.

Definition of Takhsis

1.1 Linguistic Definition

Sasedl 5 2_EY) Al b Gasadd)
“It means singling something out or distinguishing it.”
As in the phrase: “13%4ai” — “He specified him with such-and-such,” i.e., he

distinguished him from others.

1.2 Technical Definition
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o3l il Liany alally ol el O Gl sz anal)
“In the terminology of usul: It is clarifying that what is intended by a general

expression is only some of its individuals.”
Thus, takhsis is a clarifying process, not a negation or alteration of the original

wording.

The Pillars (Arkan) of Takhsis

Takhsis has two primary components:
2.1 al-Mukhassis (the Specifying Evidence)

14aSa o alall ol i Gams 75 & e Al (adl) Qi s s paladdl .
“It is the more specific evidence indicating the exclusion of some individuals of

the general statement from its ruling.”
2.2 al-Mukhassas (the Specified Text)

QMI:\M e a 3:)3 e& Mi ‘_A.G d:\lﬂ\ e\é C,,ﬁ'ﬂ\ ?L’J\ 9 :UA:AMM -
“It is the general text for which evidence shows that not all categories included

by wording were intended.”

Example
(G5 8585 gl 4 Jals)

® al-bay (trade) = general term — al-mukhassas

e riba = originally included under “trade,” then excluded — al-mukhassis

So the specifying evidence extracts one category from the general ruling of

permissibility.



TALWEEH

ACADEMY

Conditions of Valid Takhsis (According to the Hanafis)

The Hanafi school has two foundational conditions, both of which distinguish it

from the majority.

Condition One: The Takhsis Must Not Come After the Time of Need

sataidl Jal e 15A aladd) Ja S Y

“The specifying proof must not come later than the general text.”

Because:

) J\)Aﬂf)\,gua,yaﬂ\

o Aalall iy e oali S Y Gl

“Takhsis is a clarification, and clarification cannot be delayed beyond the point of

need.”

Thus, if a later text appears to “restrict” an earlier general text, the Hanafis

consider it naskh (abrogation), not takhsis.

Condition Two: The Specifying Evidence Must Be Independent

“There is no takhsis by connected wording (al-muttasil) according to the

Hanafis.”
Meaning:

e Exceptions (sliuY)

e (onditions

e Adjectives

e Phrases directly attached to the general text
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...are not considered takhsis, because they belong to the same statement and are

inseparable from it.

Example (Non-Hanafi Takhsis, but Not Hanafi Takhsis)

)6 (@ Y)( in Sarat al-Furqan 68-70
The majority consider it specification.
The Hanafls consider it part of one unified statement, not a later specifying

proof.

Types of General Texts and Their Rulings (According to the Hanafis)

The Hanafis divide a/- ‘amm into two types:

Type One: A General Text That Has NOT Been Specified

c-‘;uz Ade adn (J LSJM ?Ld\
“A general expression from which nothing has been specified.”

Ruling:

REPFTRUPCR N

“It definitively establishes its ruling for everything it includes.”

This is a major disagreement with the majority, who consider al- ‘amm zanni

(probabilistic).

Example:

(Rde oot JG A 0) o
(L;.J o8 PN f):o)) °

These verses include all their referents, decisively.

Important Note:
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Any later text appearing to “restrict” such a verse is naskh, not takhsis.
Therefore:

The Hanafis do NOT allow specifying this type of verse with

e solitary hadith (khabar al-wahid)
e analogy (qiyés)

Type Two: A General Text FROM WHICH Something Has Been Specified

oanll dic Gad sl el

“A general expression from which some categories have been excluded.”
Ruling:

Gils iy By Gadad 8y Y 4T cay Jeal) oy

“It must still be acted upon, but it becomes probabilistic (zanni), not definitive.”
Because:

Once the Lawgiver excluded one category, every other category
becomes only potentially intended.

Thus, further specification becomes possible using zanni proofs.

Example

(a2 Jaly)

After excluding riba, generality becomes probabilistic.
Therefore:

e Bay' al-gharar (transaction of excessive uncertainty)
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e Bay' al-majhal (unknown item)

e Bay' al-ma‘dim (nonexistent item)

...can be excluded using zanni proofs.

The Command (al-Amr) as a Category of the Specific

Since al-khass includes command and prohibition, we include here a brief

introduction (expanded fully in later lessons).
Definition

Linguistic Definition

J28) e ain) Ji e o pal Jlal) J 68

“A person’s statement to another, in a manner of authority: ‘Do.

9299

A command is speech, not an action.

Form of the Command (Sighat al-Amr)

Jadly 2 Y Zaseay
“The form of the command is: Do (such-and-such).”

Examples

(33all | 5al5)
(25840 1535)

(A3 4L 1 5iale)

The form indicates obligation (wujub).
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Other Forms Conveying Command

The Hanafis recognize many other structures that convey obligation:

[
.

USRS

Ism fi'l al-amr
Present tense verb with 1am of command

Masdar substituting for a command

. Magdar as consequence of a conditional clause

A report (khabar) used with meaning of command

Glossary of Key Terms
al-‘amm — general expression
al-khass — specific expression
takhsis — specification
al-mukhassis — specifying evidence
al-mukhagsas — general text being specified
naskh — abrogation
zanni — probabilistic
gat‘i — definitive
sighat al-amr — the form of the command

ism fi‘l al-amr — a noun used as an imperative
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