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Lesson 5

Overview:

In this video we discuss the three types of kalimah: ism, fi’l, and harf, highlighting

their definitions, functions, and origins.

1# f\“‘y‘

O Defined as a word that indicates a meaning in itself but is not
attached to one of the three tenses (past, present, future) by default.
Like the word ..

© The ism can function as a musnad or a musnad ilayh, giving it the

highest grammatical status.

2. Jadl

0 Defined as a word that indicates a meaning in itself and is attached

P

to a tense. Example: < > (he hit).

o Named fi'l because it primarily conveys the occurrence of an action

(hadath), and tense. Derived from the masdar (verbal noun).
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3. s 4

O Defined as a word that does not convey a meaning in itself but
affects the meaning of another word. Example: min in &yl e

indicates “from” but the meaning of beginning (s|Jxl) is in the noun.

o Named harf because it cannot be a musnad or musnad ilayh—it is

always “on the edge” or auxiliary to other words.

Summary:

Types of Kalam

4 4 4
‘_éal c-Lq- ) ‘Jaé_, ‘fw‘ L?A}

It (kalimah) is an ism, a fi'l, and a harf that comes for a meaning. The reason he
says harf that comes for a meaning is that harf also refers to huraf al-tahajji, the
alphabetical letters like alif or ba. Someone can say that it's already understood

through the context what harf this is referring to, so it’s unnecessary to add this



clause. And many grammarians don’t mention it. The author didn’t define the ism,

fi’l and harf. He mentions their signs.

Definition of the Ism

S a) e ¢ lay B B3V p ey O e o ks b e Je Ja Lo

The difference between asma and af’al is that asma do not indicate one of the
three tenses of time, whereas af’al do. We're saying the ism is not attached to one
of the three tenses because of words like %);JT today and u,wj yesterday. They
indicate a time, but they're not af’al. Rather, they’re names for time itself. The
word (3£ means to drink at night. Zsme Means to drink in the morning. They
are attached to time. But they are not from the three tenses. The past, the present,
and the future. Morning and night are general times. There is an ism that
indicates a time and is attached to the present tense—the ism al-fa'il. If you say a
person who hits, the hitting will occur in a tense because that’s the only way for it
to come into existence. The ism al-fa’il primarily indicates the entity that
performs the action and the action. The action needs to happen within a time. But

the ism al-fa’il was only coined to indicate the entire action. The tense is a

secondary meaning. The same applies to the ism al-maf’ul.
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We added on x5, which means by coinage. We added that clause because certain
af’al, like e, which indicates hope, wg, which indicates negation, r.&?, which
indicates goodness, don’t indicate a time. But they’re still verbs because of the
clause x4, At the time they were coined, these words were attached to a tense.
But their meanings were overruled and replaced. For example, the tense of time
in V’i was overruled by the meaning of praise. When you praise someone, you
want to do it unconditionally. All these meanings are such that we don’t want to
attach them to a tense. Their meanings are inshaj, initiative. So by adding the
clause Lx,.'a;, we've excluded these. We're explaining it like this because they have

all or most of the signs of a fi'l, so we know that in reality they’re af’al.

Origin of the Word Ism

According to the Basriyytan, the word ism originates from ;i, which means j::.
To be very lofty. And the Kufiyyln say that it originates from 4s or ) which
is a stamp or a label. The majority have taken the Basri opinion, in which case we
would say the word was really J'cf on the pattern of ‘_};é/. The lam position was
dropped, and then to make up for it, a hamzah was added in the beginning. And
it became fw\ on the pattern dl In the Kiafi opinion, the word was originally fw;
on the pattern of ‘_};:9 And then the waw was dropped from the beginning and

substituted with a hamzah. And it became (“"‘ on the pattern of J‘l



The Kifiyytan say the ism is a label, so it’s from sumuw. The Basriyytn say that
the ism is stronger than the fi'l and harf because it can be the musnad ilayh and
the musnad. So, the ism has the highest status. So, it’s from wasm. This opinion is
stronger if we look from a linguistic perspective. Ibn Ya’ish writes that we say

3 S or0t S oro0t

a|. It was actually & 4e#), and then it changed to "+ because the ( came in

the fourth position. If the word were from Fs We would say i\;.::j The tasgir
and jam’ al-taksir are where the true letters come out. They say Ibn Ya’ish said the
tasgir of fw‘ is i;;’ which was actually i:ci. When a ya and a waw meet and the
first of them is sakin, one of them will become the other, and idgam occurs. If this

were from ) it would have been s And the jam’ al-taksir is ;,\:‘T, which was

originally jLQ‘T on the pattern of Jusl. If it were from £ it would have been

el

Definition of the fi’l
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It indicates a meaning in and of itself, whilst being attached to a tense from the
three tenses by coinage like & .», which means he hit. It primarily indicates the

hadath (the occurrence) and the tense. — > indicated the meaning of hitting and

the past tense.



Why was it named the fi'l?

It indicates the occurrence of an action and a tense. J=é means action, so the most
rightful thing to that name is the masdar because it’s the action itself. But it was
already named ism. The fi'l was extracted from the masdar. So it was the next
most rightful and took the name fi’l. It also indicates zaman. But we didn’t name
it zaman because, although it indicates occurrence and time, it’s derived from the
masdar, which indicates occurrence, so it’s closer to occurrence and not time.

This is mentioned in Hidayah al-Nahw.

Definition of a harf

o & e e dh b Ol s 3 e Je Ja Y 4

It indicates a meaning in something else. The meaning of ibtida is in min.
CJle That ibtida is occurring in the house, not the min. You can give information
about the word <|uz|, which indicates the essence of ibtida, but min indicates the
meaning of ibtida in other than it. That’s why a harf can’t be a musnad or musnad
ilayh. Radi explains this in his commentary on the Kafiyah. And he says, based on

this, that if a harf was found alone, it can't convey a meaning. It needs an entity to



indicate its meaning through, like the tanwin in |, (Which is a harf, it’s actually

a nun sakin). It indicates tankir in Je, not itself.

Why was it named the harf?

It was named _» ~ because it can’t be a musnad or musnad ilayh. It's just a side
thing. And the word 2 »~ literally means the edge of something. It comes for

three benefits:

orr 3 S or - Zor

Lo ade Jou Lo % e §;L;z. It indicates a meaning in the word that it enters
upon

1.1, fw\/\ Je Joau ol It enters upon an ism. Like Jo jI. The alif lam gave
the meaning of ta’rif in o ).

1.2. It enters upon a fi'l like sin and sawfa. & 2. The sin indicates the
meaning of near future in & .

1.3. It enters upon structures like the hamzah al-istitham and the ma of
nafy. For example £).e v\ij~ The hamzah is giving the meaning of
questioning in Zaid being with you. - (\3 le. The ma is giving the
meaning of negation in Khalid’s standing.

20 4y, ;-T Lal, L L}:{:&/ It comes to join one word to another word. For
example, you want to join the words A& and . ). You add a waw and say
Ay A

2.1.  Between two isms like 5,&45 &) slo.



2.2. Between a fi'l and another fi'l like Jx84 Ay (‘5

2.3,  Between an ism and a fi'l like &) 4| & L.

2.4. Between a jumlah and another jumlah like ﬂﬂii 62;:' Ol These
sentences were not combined before we added the harf.

3. :x:.f ;Lf.}\ ;@ ;/)J.; §;l; é 4. To emphasize another word. It’s called extra. Some
grammarians like Ibn Hisham note that when they come in the Quran, it’s
better not to call them extra because the meaning is still changing. It’s just
that no new meaning is being added; rather, the old one is being
emphasized. Al-Kafiyah Ji says in his commentary on the Qawa’id Al-‘Irab
that we should call these silah. For example, V‘L E,{ ) S Ew 3 Led. It is due
to the mercy of Allah that you were kind and lenient with your
companions. Even though there’s a m3, the ba is still causing jarr. So this

ma is extra. That doesn’t mean it’s irrelevant.



