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Introduction to Usul al-Figh: Summarsy
Definition and Scope of Usul al-Figh
Linguistic Definition

The term A&l Jyal (Usal al-Figh) is a 4l <ilass Glas e S e (a compound of
mudaf and mudaf ilayh). Here, Jsal (Usil) is the mudaf and 434 (al-Figh) is the
mudaf ilayh. Linguistically, the word Jal (Asl) means:

0%~ o % ho- 3 o Oy 0%~ %0
e 0 Ad) s Ga sl ade e

“That upon which something else is founded.”

Different linguists have provided slight variations in definitions:

o Al-Razi: 4d) glawll (al-muhtaju ilayh) - “that which is needed.”

e Al-Armawi: s 4 L — “from which the thing originates.”

The common idea is that J« denotes a foundation or base, whether for

knowledge, law, or principle.

Technical Usages in Sharia
In Sharia, J«l has multiple meanings depending on context:

1. ¢adlll (al-rajhan) - the dominant meaning when a term has both literal
and figurative senses.

Example: 4al) Jleain) 2 Ja¥) - “the default or preferred meaning is the

literal one.”

2. 4l sl (al-qa‘idah al-kulliyah) - a general principle, such as in

gramimar:
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18 585 (5% o) oW (& Jua¥) — “the default state of the subject is @

(nominative).”

3. il (ad-dalil) - the evidence for a ruling:

Example: 331 1 685 : s 418 818 31 @ ga g Jual — “the evidence for the obligation

of zakat is the verse “‘Wa atu az-zakah.”
4. Sawaiu (al-istishab) - the presumption of continuity: what is originally
valid remains so until proven otherwise.

5. Wte owdall 3 )9l (al-sirah al-muqayyas ‘alayh) - in giyas, the original case

from which analogy is drawn.

6. il (at-ta‘abbud) - rulings based on divine command without human

reasoning.

Conclusion: In the context of Usiil al-Figh, the meaning of J«l generally refers to

adillah al-figh - the evidences or sources of jurisprudential rulings.

Figh: Linguistic and Technical Definition
Linguistic Meaning

Linguistically, the root letters »-3-— give rise to two forms:
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1. Asd (fagaha) with a kasra — meaning understanding, comprehension, or

knowledge (g2 sl ale).

2. 44 (faqaha) with a damma — meaning to become a scholar or a jurist, i.e.,
to attain mastery (<l JSds agdll i),

Three linguistic perspectives of figh:
1. Mutlaq al-fahm (a¢&)) Glhall) — general understanding.

2. Fahm al-ashya’ al-daqigah (4823 $43) 48) - understanding of precise

matters.

3. Fahm ghard al-mutakallim (435 ¢ 95514\ >y ) — understanding the
purpose of the speaker’s speech.

Important distinction: Knowledge of Allah (Jss 3¢) is termed “ilm, not figh,

since Allah’s knowledge is absolute and not acquired.

Technical Definition in Sharia

Technically, figh refers to:

i) Al il ot Lo 56 Lo 50 S gl
“The knowledge of detailed Sharia rulings derived from their specific

evidences.”
Key points:

1. Knowledge, not rulings themselves - figh is about knowing ahkam (:23)

from adillah, not the textual rulings themselves.
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2. Practical rulings (amaliyya) — the focus is on practical implementation,

not theoretical or speculative knowledge.

3. Sources (adillah tafsiliyya) — detailed texts from Qur’an, Sunnah, ijma‘,
and qiyas.

Conditions to Become a Faqih
According to Al-Imam al-Bazdaw1i, there are three conditions:
‘Ilm al-Mashri‘i Binafsihi (4 ¢ 552 iic)

Knowledge of the ruling itself: knowing whether an act is wajib, haram,
mustahabb, or makrah.

Ttqan al-Ma‘rifah (4_aa Gl&)
Mastery of the knowledge, which has two aspects:

1. Ma‘rifat al-nusiis bima‘aniha (4ba; e galll 4 4s) — understanding both
linguistic meanings (ma‘ani lughawiyya) and Sharia meanings (ma‘ani

shar‘iyya).

o Example of linguistic meaning: <& in 4slad (udll <y 24 means “with”

(ma‘iyyah), not opposition (muqgabala).

o Example of Sharia meaning: identifying the ‘illa (reason) for a

ruling.
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2. Dabt al-usal bifurt‘iha (L@-?Jﬁg;\ dyféi” h-m) — connecting principles to

rulings, understanding the application of general rules to specific cases.

al-‘Amal (4 Jaal)

Practical implementation: applying the knowledge in real-life situations. Without

action, one cannot be considered a complete faqih.

Summary: A faqith must know the law, master the evidences, understand

connections, and act upon them.

Usiil al-Figh as a Science

Meaning of the Term
Technically, Usul al-Fiqgh is:

iy SR 35y Aty il A1l o 3 e
“The science indicating the general evidences of figh, methods of

derivation, and the one who benefits from it.”
Components:

1. Adillah al-figh al-ijmaliyah (&4iteay) 44l ;ﬁéi) — general evidences, not
detailed rulings.

2. Turuq al-istifadah (5L éJk) — methods to derive rulings from texts.

3. Al-mustafid (2diwall) — the jurist or student applying these rules.

Adillah Ijmaliyya vs. Tafsiliyya
All adillah are ultimately the same text but have two approaches:

o Tafsili (detailed): looking at the text itself to derive specific rulings.



e Ijmali (general): understanding the overarching proof or principle.

Example: The verse $3kal 1sadl is a general proof (dalil ijmali) for the obligation

of Salah. The detailed derivation comes when explaining why it indicates

obligation (amr lil-wujab).

Importance of Usil al-Figh

1.

Understanding the Sources - enables jurists to identify which texts

constitute evidence.

Resolving Conflicts — by learning 8diu¥) @b, one can prioritize conflicting

evidence (e.g., khabar al-wahid vs. al-asl al-‘am).

Ensuring Accuracy in Deriving Rulings - prevents mistakes in practical

figh by relying on established principles.

Foundation for Scholarly Ijtihad - only those well-versed in Usul can
perform ijtihad reliably.

Conclusion: Usul al-Figh provides the methodology for extracting Sharia

rulings from divine texts while ensuring comprehension, mastery, and

application. It is the backbone of Islamic jurisprudence and the prerequisite for

every serious student of figh.
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