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Tadrīb al-Rāwī – Lesson 2 

Introduction to Tadreeb al-Rāwī 

Tadreeb al-Rāwī is one of the major works of Imām al-Suyūṭī ( الله رحمھ ) in the 
science of ḥadīth. Shaykh Muḥammad Awāmā highlights its significance in terms 
of clarity, precision, and accessibility, distinguishing it from other scholarly 
works that often contain difficult and highly condensed wording (muʿaqqad). 

The key points introduced in this lesson include: 

1. The clarity of the text in Tadreeb al-Rāwī. 
2. The validity of conclusions drawn by Imām al-Suyūṭī. 
3. The main sources (maṣādir) referenced by the Imām. 
4. The etiquette of scholarly discourse and difference of opinion with teachers. 

 

On Textual Style: Clarity vs. Muʿaqqad (Concision) 

Shaykh Awāmā explains that texts in classical scholarship can differ in style: 

● Muʿaqqad texts: These are highly condensed, complex, and sometimes 
difficult to understand. Scholars often use this style to: 

○ Demonstrate mastery over Arabic rhetoric and ilm. 
○ Condense arguments for brevity and elegance. 
○ Exhibit logical precision in fields like usūl al-fiqh and kalam. 

 
● Clear and flowing texts: Preferred for accessibility, especially for students, 

as they allow comprehension without repeated readings. 
 

Examples of Scholars and Styles: 

 



 

● Al-Bazdāwī ( الله رحمھ ): Known for Usūl al-Bazdāwī — a complex text; he and 
his brother were called Abū al-ʿUsr (difficult) and Abū al-Yusr (easy) to 
reflect their writing styles. 

● Imām al-Suyūṭī ( الله رحمھ ): Uses a clear, concise style in Tadreeb al-Rāwī. 
His writing avoids unnecessary repetition (masʾarah) while remaining 
precise. 

● Ibn Taymiyyah ( الله رحمھ ): Often wrote in a muʿaqqad style, such as in Ḍafʿ 
al-Taʿārud al-ʿAqlī wa al-Naqlī. 

Benefit: Clarity enhances understanding, especially for students, while 
muʿaqqad style is often a mark of scholarly depth. 

 

Validity and Sources of Tadreeb al-Rāwī 

Accurate Conclusions 

Shaykh Awāmā emphasizes that Imām al-Suyūṭī’s conclusions are usually valid 
because he draws from exceptional and widely accepted sources. Tadreeb 
al-Rāwī is therefore considered reliable and authoritative in ḥadīth studies. 

Main Sources (Maṣādir) of Tadreeb al-Rāwī 

1. al-Fiyya / Al-Kaukab al-Sāṭiʿ 
 

○ Comprehensive compilations by Imām al-Suyūṭī in various sciences, 
summarizing all preceding scholarly works. 
 

2. Nukat al-Waf īyah (al-Biqāʿī) 
 

○ Tadreeb al-Rāwī references the fawāʾid (benefits, points) of Imām 
Ibn Ḥajar ( الله رحمھ ). 
 

 



 

○ These fawāʾid were originally transmitted through Taʾqrīrāt (notes 
of lectures) of Ibn Ḥajar when he taught Sharḥ al-Alfiyyah of Imām 
al-ʿIrāqī. 
 

3. Other Scholars: 
 

○ Ibn al-Sarāḥ (Muqaddimah) 
○ Al-ʿIrāqī (Nukat) 
○ Al-Zarkashī (Nukat) 

 

Important Note: Some other works, like Fatḥ al-Mughīth, are not part 
of Suyūṭī’s primary sources for Tadreeb al-Rāwī, so they require 
independent study. 

 

Scholarly Etiquette: Respecting Teachers 

The Example of As-Sakhāwī ( الله رحمھ ) and Ibn Ḥajar ( الله رحمھ ) 

● As-Sakhāwī, a student of Ibn Ḥajar, sometimes criticized his teacher’s 
views in his writings. 

● Shaykh Awāmā emphasizes that difference of opinion is natural, but must 
be expressed with respect and adab (etiquette). 
 

Principles of Adab 

1. Recognize the teacher’s ihsān (favor) in opening the door to knowledge. 
2. Avoid harsh criticism, especially behind the teacher’s back. 
3. Difference is permissible, but the manner of presentation matters: 

 

 



 

○ Respectful discourse distinguishes righteous ulama from those who 
lack adab. 
 

4. Analogy: Just as raising one’s voice before the Prophet صلى الله عليه وسلم would nullify 
actions, disrespect toward teachers nullifies the spiritual benefit of 
knowledge acquisition. 

Key Lesson: A Talib al-ʿIlm (seeker of knowledge) must honor and be 
humble toward their teachers. 

The Role of Nukat (Points / Notes) in Tadreeb al-Rāwī 

Definition and Importance of Nukat 

● Nukat are marginal notes, critical points, or benefits derived from previous 
scholars. 
 

● They summarize, clarify, or critique existing works. 

Examples in Tadreeb al-Rāwī 

1. Fawāʾid from Ibn Ḥajar: 
 

○ Derived from Taʾqrīrāt of his lectures (Sharḥ al-Alfiyyah). 
○ Imām al-Suyūṭī integrates these points seamlessly without always 

explicit referencing. 
 

2. Contribution from Al-Biqāʿī: 
 

○ Many points in Tadreeb al-Rāwī reflect the Nukat al-Waf īyah. 
 

3. Expansion and Selection: 
 

 



 

○ Suyūṭī often selects what he deems essential, leaving out minor 
details. 
 

○ This reflects scholarly judgment and prioritization. 
 

Observations on Scholarly Attribution 

● Shaykh Awāmā mentions the cautionary note of proper referencing: 
 

○ Some scholars, like Ibn Ḥajar, incorporated works of others without 
always explicit citation. 
 

○ While the transfer of knowledge is inevitable, ethical scholarship 
requires clarity in attribution whenever feasible. 
 

 

The Benefit of Studying Tadreeb al-Rāwī 

Academic Value 

● Tadreeb al-Rāwī is accessible yet comprehensive, making it suitable for 
students and scholars alike. 
 

● Avoids unnecessary repetition (masʾarah) yet preserves clarity and depth. 
 

● Summarizes key points from preceding scholars in ḥadīth, usūl, and related 
sciences. 
 

Methodological Lessons 

 



 

1. Integration of Sources: Suyūṭī synthesizes the works of: 
 

○ Ibn Ḥajar 
○ Al-Biqāʿī 
○ Al-ʿIrāqī 
○ Ibn al-Sarāḥ 

 
2. Selection of Material: He highlights points essential for comprehension 

and leaves out less critical details. 
 

3. Reference Practices: While Suyūṭī does not always explicitly cite sources, 
careful study of the Nukat and Masādir allows verification. 
 

 

Conclusion and Key Takeaways 

● Tadreeb al-Rāwī exemplifies clarity, scholarly rigor, and judicious 
selection of sources. 
 

● Respect for teachers and proper scholarly adab is critical, even when 
differing in opinion. 
 

● Imām al-Suyūṭī represents a model of synthesis and summarization in 
Islamic scholarship, making complex discussions accessible without 
compromising accuracy. 
 

● Studying Tadreeb al-Rāwī alongside its primary sources (maṣādir) such as 
Nukat al-Waf īyah and works of Ibn Ḥajar allows a deeper understanding 
of ḥadīth sciences. 
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