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Tadrīb al-Rāwī – Lesson 4 

Introduction 

In this lesson, we explore key methodological principles in Tadreeb al-Rāwī, 
focusing on the approach of scholars in evaluating Ahādīth and deriving Ahkām. 
The lesson highlights: 

● The purpose of elaborating on points (Tashrīḥ) in the Masā’il. 
 

● The difference between the methodologies of al-Muḥaddithīn (scholars of 
Hadith) and al-Fuqahā’ (scholars of jurisprudence). 
 

● How to handle contradictions between textual evidence (Naṣṣ) and rational 
analogical reasoning (Qiyās). 
 

 

Purpose of Elaborations in the Masā’il 

Tashrīḥ in Context 

Al-Imām al-Siwātī, as referenced in Tadreeb al-Rāwī, explains that elaborations 
(Tashrīḥ) are intended to clarify discussions in the Masā’il that may require 
further explanation. These elaborations often include: 

● Points raised by Ibn al-ʿAjami 
 

● Tangents that clarify the reasoning behind scholarly opinions. 
 

● Connections to discussions mentioned in the Ḥawāshī of Ibn ʿAjami. 
 

 



 

Key Point: These elaborations are not digressions; they serve to preserve the full 
understanding of a topic and highlight nuanced points within the Masā’il. 

 

Methodologies in Islamic Scholarship 

Two Main Approaches 

There exist two primary methodologies in deriving rulings: 

1. Ṭarīqat al-Muḥaddithīn ( ثیِنَ طرَِیقةَُ المُحَدِّ ) – The approach of Hadith scholars, 
focusing on: 
 

○ Authentication of narrations (Taṣḥīḥ al-Ḥadīth). 
 

○ Determining weakness (Tadʿīf) of narrations. 
 

○ Principles based on qawāʿid aqlīyah ẓannīyah (rational 
presumptions). 
 

2. Ṭarīqat al-Fuqahā’ ( الفقُھََاء طرَِیقةَُ ) – The approach of jurists, focusing on: 
 

○ Principles of Uṣūl al-Fiqh. 
 

○ Analogy (Qiyās), including minor (Qiyās Khafī) and major (Qiyās 
Jālī) forms. 
 

○ Extracting common themes (Al-Aṣl al-ʿĀm) from multiple rulings. 
 

 



 

Key Insight: Both methodologies are Zannī (probabilistic reasoning) and forms of 
Ijtihād. One approach should not be imposed as absolute upon the other 
(Tahakkum). 

 

The Problem of Imposing One Methodology 

The lesson emphasizes: 

● Many contemporary scholars mistakenly treat the rulings of Hadith 
scholars as absolute. 
 

● This leads to conflict when their conclusions contradict Usūl al-Fiqh or 
common themes derived from multiple evidences. 
 

● The stronger methodology, in cases of conflict, is generally the one 
supported by the broader body of evidence (Aṣl al-ʿĀm) or Qiyās Jālī, as it 
draws from consensus (Ijmāʿ) and repeated patterns. 
 

Arabic Text Example: 

كَبیِرٌ خَطىً الثَّانيِ الطَّائفِةَِ أحَْكَامِ عَلىَ حَاكِمَةٍ وَرَحْدَةٍ طَائفِةٍَ فجََعْلُ  

 

Qiyās and Its Types 

Qiyās Khaf ī (Minor Qiyās) 

● Involves analogical reasoning from a single textual evidence (Asl) to a 
specific case (Farʿ). 
 

 



 

● Example: Determining the ruling on a new drink not mentioned during the 
time of the Prophet صلى الله عليه وسلم: 
 

○ If it contains intoxicants (Iskār), it is harām. 
 

○ If it lacks harām ingredients, it is permissible (ḥalāl). 
 

● The key element is the ʿIllah (reason or attribute) linking the original ruling 
to the new scenario. 
 

Qiyās Jālī (Major Qiyās) 

● Based on surveying multiple texts across various rulings to extract a 
common theme (Al-Aṣl al-ʿĀm). 
 

● Example: 
 

○ Commandments regarding women’s modesty across prayer, travel, 
and social interactions reveal the general principle: جمالھن النساء تستر  – 
women are instructed to conceal their beauty. 
 

○ Transactions with elements of uncertainty (gharar) are impermissible 
across all scenarios. 
 

Significance: Qiyās Jālī carries stronger weight due to its consensus-based nature 
and repeated evidential support, often overriding minor qiyās when conflicts 
arise. 

 

 



 

Prioritization of Naṣṣ over Qiyās 

● Imam al-Shāfiʿī ( الله رحمھ ) stressed that even a Khabar Wāḥid (single 
narration) takes precedence over minor forms of qiyās because the latter is 
Zannī. 
 

● All forms of qiyās, however, are Ijtihādī and probabilistic. Thus, a reliable 
textual statement (Naṣṣ) generally overrides qiyās unless the qiyās is based 
on a strong common theme (Qiyās Jālī). 
 

Example: A ruling on women giving public daʿwah versus the general theme of 
concealment of beauty requires weighing the broader Aṣl al-ʿĀm against the 
specific Naṣṣ. 

 

Rational Basis in Hadith Verification 

● Principles used by Hadith scholars (al-Muḥaddithīn) to authenticate or 
weaken narrations are themselves rational (Qawāʿid Aqlīyah), not divine 
revelation. 
 

● These rational rules allow scholars to evaluate reliability, consistency, and 
the credibility of narrators. 
 

● Consequently, jurists trained in rational sciences (Usūlīyyūn) may, in some 
scenarios, prioritize a stronger Zannī reasoning (Qiyās Jālī) over a solitary 
Hadith. 
 

Arabic Reference: 

ثوُنَ یسَْتعَْمِلھُاَ الَّتيِ القوََاعِدُ ظَنِّیَّةٌ عَقْلیَِّةٌ قوََاعِدُ ھِيَ وَالتَّصْحِیحِ التَّضَعِیفِ فيِ المُحَدِّ  

 



 

 

 Integration of Hadith and Fiqh Methodologies 

● Classical scholars, especially followers of the Shāfiʿī madhhab, merged 
Hadith methodology with Fiqh reasoning. 
 

● Example: Scholars like Ibn Ḥajar and Al-Bulqīnī compiled Hadith works 
while adhering to Shāfiʿī jurisprudence, resulting in near-complete overlap 
(~99%) between Usūl al-Hadith and Shāfiʿī Usūl al-Fiqh. 
 

● Students must recognize that studying Usūl al-Hadith is effectively 
studying the Shāfiʿī methodology, not that of Hanafī, Mālikī, or Ḥanbalī 
schools. This is crucial for understanding the probabilistic nature of rulings 
(Ijtihādī) and avoiding methodological confusion. 
 

Arabic Example: 

ُ رَحِمَھمُُ الْحَدِیثِ الْمُصْرَحِ عِلْمِ أرَْكَانَ وَإنَِّ وَتعََالىَ اللهَّ  

 

Key Takeaways for Students 

1. Elaboration (Tashrīḥ) Matters: Scholars expand upon points in the Masā’il 
to clarify reasoning and connections. 
 

2. Methodological Diversity: Ṭarīqat al-Muḥaddithīn and Ṭarīqat al-Fuqahā’ 
are distinct but complementary. One should not impose absolute authority 
over the other. 
 

 



 

3. Qiyās Forms: Minor (Khafī) vs. Major (Jālī) Qiyās – major qiyās, based on 
common themes across multiple rulings, generally carries stronger weight. 
 

4. Prioritization of Evidence: Naṣṣ of the Prophet صلى الله عليه وسلم is paramount, but 
strong Qiyās Jālī and consensus-based reasoning can sometimes take 
precedence when Naṣṣ is disputed. 
 

5. Rational Foundations: Both Hadith verification and Usūl al-Fiqh rely 
heavily on rational principles (Qawāʿid Aqlīyah). 
 

6. Integration of Disciplines: Historical scholars merged Hadith and Fiqh 
methodologies to form a coherent, practical approach to law and ethical 
guidance. 
 

 

Conclusion 

Tadreeb al-Rāwī Lesson 4 emphasizes the intricacies of Islamic legal 
methodology: 

● Understanding and respecting multiple scholarly methodologies. 
 

● Recognizing the probabilistic nature of reasoning (Ijtihād). 
 

● Evaluating evidence using rational, consensus-based approaches. 
 

● Avoiding the mistake of treating one group’s methodology as absolute 
(Tahakkum). 
 

Ultimately, mastery requires: 

 



 

● Familiarity with Hadith sciences. 
 

● Competence in Usūl al-Fiqh and rational principles. 
 

● Recognition of the interplay between textual evidence, analogy, and 
consensus. 
 

This lesson lays the foundation for students to approach Islamic rulings with 
critical reasoning, scholarly respect, and methodological clarity. 
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