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Tadrib al-Rawi — Lesson 7

Introduction and Objectives

Tadreeb al-Rawi is a course aimed at training students in the knowledge of
Hadith and its sciences. In this lesson, the focus was on understanding the
Muqgaddimah of Jalaluddin al-Suyuti’s work on the Sharh al-Taqrib of

al-Nawawl (4 4ea ), emphasizing the following objectives:

1. Understanding the significance of the Mugaddimah and its multiple fawa’id
(benefits).

2. Recognizing the proper attitude towards the study of ‘Ulum al-Hadith.

3. Appreciating the efforts and qualities required to pursue Hadith knowledge
deeply.

4. Distinguishing between scholars with sincere intentions and those with

misguided approaches.

The Significance of the Muqaddimah

The Structure of the Muqaddimah

Al-Suyutl’s Mugaddimah is not merely an introduction; it is a detailed exposition

that includes:

o Fawa’id (u3): Multiple benefits and points of knowledge regarding Hadith.
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o gl de) 3 (Bara‘at al-Istihlal): Foreshadowing key terminology and
concepts in Hadith studies, such as al-Hadith al-Munqati‘ (ahiiall Cyaall),
al-Mawsil (J<4l)), al-Marfu® (& s2 1), al-Mawqiif (i s4ll), al-Mudraj
(zo), and al-Ma‘lial (Jsixal).

Arabic Text:
850 (o 420305 8 815 Ay IS Al &5 A slash plabidll G Jas ) & )
A las fpllaial \@meu&e!wmu;\

Protection from Fabricated Hadith

Al-Suyuti emphasizes the role of scholars in protecting Islam from tahrif
(alteration):

e Tahrif lughawi (4 <& 5): Distortion of the literal wording.

e Tahrif ma‘nawi (s <& ,a3): Distortion of meanings.

This illustrates why ‘Ulam al-Hadith and ‘Usal al-Figh were codified: to

safeguard Sharia from internal and external attacks.

Qualities of a Hadith Scholar
Spiritual and Moral Qualities

1. Sincerity (Ikhlas - wadd)): Knowledge must be sought for Allah alone.
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9. Firmness of Soul (Ma‘lillah — 4 si2s): Avoidance of false adornments and

superficiality.

3. Inclusion in the Company of the Beloved (Zumrah al-Ahbab - adlal 540):

Being among those who preserve and honor knowledge.

Intellectual Effort
Al-Suyuti compares the pursuit of knowledge to navigating vast oceans:
e Lujjat al-Qamus (A g2l Z\A-‘) Diving deep into the depths of Hadith

knowledge.

e Mujra wa Majari (44943 s332): Not being content with superficial streams
of knowledge; following the source to the spring (Manba* — ).

Analogy: Students must go beyond surface-level understanding and

reach the origins of knowledge, much like tracing a river to its source.

Mastery of Related Sciences

e Ilm al-Qur’an: Understanding of the Qur’an to contextualize Hadith.

e Figh and Usil al-Figh: Knowledge of Islamic law to interpret rulings
properly.

e Nahw and Balaghah: Arabic grammar and eloquence to avoid errors in

understanding Hadith.
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e Ma‘ani and Bayan: Sciences of rhetoric and expression, crucial for

interpretation and clarity.

Avoiding Common Pitfalls

Misguided Scholars

e Hoarding Knowledge: Some students and scholars hide their teachers or

books to remain distinct.

e Superficiality: Focusing only on Isnads without truly understanding the
Hadith.

e Misguided Intentions: Secking knowledge for status, honor, or worldly
gain rather than Allah’s pleasure.

Proper Approach

e Follow in the footsteps of great scholars while personally engaging with
knowledge.

e Balance between ease and effort (Al-Rahah — 4l 1l): Real understanding

requires sacrifice and deep immersion.

e Continuous Verification: Do not merely repeat past scholars; validate

knowledge through direct study and comprehension.
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The Merit and Nobility of Hadith Knowledge
Lofty Rank (Raf* al-Qadr — 3! &)

e Knowledge of Hadith is lofty in rank (rafi‘ al-qadr — ,4! &), noble in
mention (sharif al-dhikr — _SA <y ).

e Mentioning, learning, and engaging with Hadith elevates one’s honor and

prestige.

Eternal Benefits

e Knowledge of Hadith retains its merit across time; the scholar’s efforts are

never lost.

e Scholars who dedicate themselves sincerely to Hadith attain closeness to

Allah and the preservation of the Sunnah.

Summary of Key Points

1. The Muqgaddimah of al-Suyuti is rich with multiple discussions, fawa’id,

and indications (Isharat — <L) towards Hadith sciences.

2. Scholars must protect the Deen from fabrication, misinterpretation, and

superficial understanding.

3. Pursuit of knowledge requires spiritual sincerity, intellectual depth, and

perseverance.
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4. Avoid hoarding knowledge and relying solely on lineage, fame, or previous

scholars; personal engagement is necessary.

5. Mastery of related disciplines—Qur’an, Figh, Nahw, Balaghah—is essential

for proper comprehension.

6. The pursuit of Hadith knowledge is a source of eternal merit, honor, and

spiritual elevation.
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