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Al-Jarḥ wa-l-Taʿdīl Lesson 2 

Defining Al-Jarḥ Part 2 

Introduction 

The science of al-Jarḥ wa-l-Taʿdīl ( وَالتَّعْدِیلُ الجَرْحُ ) is among the most precise and 
intellectually demanding disciplines in the Islamic tradition. Its purpose is not 
merely to label narrators as “reliable” or “unreliable,” but to classify narrators 
with precision, taking into account context, circumstance, comparative reliability, 
and corroboration. 

This lesson focuses specifically on jarḥ (ُالجَرْح, discrediting), and more precisely on 
taḍʿīf (ُالتَّضْعِیف, weakening). It demonstrates that weakness is not a single uniform 
category, but rather exists in multiple levels, each with different legal and 
methodological consequences. The lesson also highlights the sophisticated 
practice of intiqāʾ (الانتقاء, selective usage), particularly as employed by Imām 
al-Bukhārī and Imām Muslim. 

 

The Meaning of Jarḥ and Its Relationship to Taḍʿīf 

Definition of Jarḥ 

Jarḥ linguistically means “to wound,” but technically it refers to: 

اوِي وَصْفُ تضَْعِیفھََا أوَْ رِوَایتَھِِ رَدَّ تقَْتضَِي بصِِفةٍَ الرَّ  
 Waṣfu al-rāwī bi-ṣifatin taqtaḍī radda riwāyatihi aw taḍʿīfahā 

“Describing a narrator with a characteristic that necessitates rejecting 
or weakening his narration.” 

Jarḥ therefore does not automatically mean total rejection. Rather, it includes a 
spectrum of judgments, ranging from mild weakness to severe unreliability. 

 



 

Taḍʿīf and Its Scope 

Taḍʿīf (weakening) is one form of jarḥ. Importantly, taḍʿīf itself is not monolithic. 
The lesson correctly emphasizes that there are different degrees and causes of 
weakness, and that each degree produces a different ruling regarding acceptance, 
corroboration, and strengthening. 

Distinguishing Taḍʿīf from Talīyn 

Before examining taḍʿīf, the lesson clarifies its distinction from talīyn (ُالتَّلْییِن). 

Talīyn Defined 

Talīyn refers to a narrator who is close to acceptability. His narration may be 
strengthened internally, based on indicators (qarāʾin) showing that he preserved 
the report correctly. 

In talīyn: 

● Strengthening does not require external corroboration 
● The narrator himself may be shown to have retained the report accurately 
● The narration may be accepted on its own if sufficient internal indicators 

exist 
 

Taḍʿīf Defined 

By contrast, in taḍʿīf: 

● The narration cannot strengthen itself internally 
● Strength, if any, comes only through external corroboration 
● The narrator’s weakness prevents intrinsic confidence in the report 

 

 



 

This distinction is essential for understanding why some weak narrations can be 
elevated, while others cannot. 

 

Absolute Weakness and Strengthening Through Corroboration 

Absolute Taḍʿīf 

The first major category discussed is absolute weakness: 

مُطْلقَاً تضَْعِیفاً یكَُونَ أنَْ  
 An yakūna taḍʿīfan muṭlaqan 

This refers to a narrator who is considered weak in all circumstances, without 
restriction to a specific teacher, place, or time. 

In this case: 

● If the narrator is alone in reporting a ḥadīth, the narration is rejected 
● If the narration is supported by a mutābaʿah (مُتاَبعََة, parallel narration) from 

a comparable narrator, it may be strengthened 
● Such strengthening can elevate the report to ḥasan li-ghayrihi ( لغَِیْرِهِ حَسَنٌ ) 

 

This category represents the most common form of taḍʿīf encountered in 
practical ḥadīth criticism. 

The Principle of Collective Analysis of Narrations 

A crucial methodological correction emphasized in the lesson is that ḥadīth are 
never evaluated in isolation in practice. 

Although theoretical rules may describe individual scenarios, actual application 
requires: 

 



 

● Gathering all available chains (ṭuruq) 
● Comparing variants 
● Identifying corroboration, contradiction, and anomalies 

 

This is why scholars state: 

“A ḥadīth’s defect is not revealed until all its routes are gathered.” 

Premature judgment based on one or two chains is described as dangerous haste 
(al-ʿujlah), especially in taṣḥīḥ and taḍʿīf. 

Contextual Weakness and Relative Taḍʿīf 

Weakness Restricted to Specific Circumstances 

The second major category is restricted or relative weakness: 

نسِْبيٌِّ ضَعْفٌ  
 Ḍaʿfun nisbiyy 

Here, a narrator may be reliable in general, but weak: 

● When narrating from a specific teacher 
● In a particular region 
● During a specific period of his life 

 

This category is among the most intellectually demanding in ḥadīth criticism. 

Case Study of Maʿmar ibn Rāshid 

His Reliability in Yemen and Weakness in Basra 

Maʿmar ibn Rāshid ( رَاشِدٍ بْنُ مَعْمَرُ ) serves as a classic example. 

 



 

● In Yemen, where he resided and had access to his books, his narrations are 
sound 

● In Basra, where he traveled without his books, he made mistakes 
 

Thus: 

جَیِّدٌ باِلْیمََنِ وَحَدِیثھُُ كَثیِرٌ اضْطِرَابٌ فیِھِ باِلْبصَْرَةِ حَدِیثھُُ  

Scholars therefore evaluate his narrations by examining who narrated from him, 
where, and under what circumstances. 

This is not speculation, but a probability-based methodological judgment 
(ghalabat al-ẓann), which is foundational in both ḥadīth criticism and fiqh. 

Regional Reliability and the Example of Ismāʿīl ibn ʿAyyāsh 

Another example is Ismāʿīl ibn ʿAyyāsh ( عَیَّاشٍ بْنُ إسِْمَاعِیلُ ). 

The scholars agreed: 

امِ أھَْلِ عَنْ حَدَّثَ إذَِا مُضْطرَِبٌ فحََدِیثھُُ غَیْرِھِمْ عَنْ حَدَّثَ وَإذَِا جَیِّدٌ، فحََدِیثھُُ الشَّ  

His reliability depended on who he narrated from, not on an absolute judgment 
of his character. 

Zuhayr ibn Muḥammad and the Principle of Intiqāʾ 

His Mixed Reception Among the Scholars 

Zuhayr ibn Muḥammad al-Khurāsānī al-Makkī ( دٍ بْنُ زُھیَْرُ مُحَمَّ ) was generally 
considered ṣadūq or thiqah, yet some of his narrations were criticized. 

Detailed analysis revealed: 

● Narrations transmitted by Iraqi students were reliable 

 



 

● Narrations transmitted by others often contained errors 
 

Intiqāʾ in Ṣaḥīḥ al-Bukhārī and Ṣaḥīḥ Muslim 

Both Imām al-Bukhārī and Imām Muslim included Zuhayr’s narrations 
selectively, relying only on those transmitted by reliable Iraqi students such as 
ʿAbd al-Malik ibn ʿAmr and Yaḥyā ibn Abī Bukayr. 

This practice exemplifies intiqāʾ: 

وَایاَتِ اختیارُ حِیحَةِ الرِّ اوِي مِنَ الصَّ غَیْرِھَا دُونَ الرَّ  
 Ikhtiyāru al-riwāyāt al-ṣaḥīḥah mina al-rāwī dūna ghayrihā 

It also refutes the simplistic notion that narrators are either wholly acceptable or 
wholly rejected. 

Relative Weakness in Comparative Statements 

The lesson also corrects a common misunderstanding in jarḥ terminology. 

Statements such as: 

فلاَُنٍ مِنْ أضَْعَفُ ھُوَ  

do not necessarily mean the narrator is weak in absolute terms. Often, they 
indicate comparative ranking among reliable narrators. 

This misunderstanding is frequently caused by truncated quotations in later 
secondary sources, leading to false claims of contradiction among critics such as 
Yaḥyā ibn Maʿīn. 

Proper methodology requires returning to primary sources and full contextual 
statements. 

Severe Weakness and the Limits of Strengthening 

 



 

The final category discussed is severe weakness: 

ا ضَعِیفٌ جِدًّ  

A narrator at this level: 

● Cannot strengthen other narrations 
● Cannot be strengthened by corroboration 
● Falls below the threshold of usable evidence 

 

This category lies between ordinary weakness and outright fabrication. 

Conclusion 

This lesson demonstrates that jarḥ is not a blunt instrument, but a refined system 
of classification. Weakness exists on a spectrum, shaped by: 

● Context 
● Comparison 
● Corroboration 
● Probability 

The greatness of scholars such as Imām al-Bukhārī lies not in mechanical 
application of labels, but in masterful intiqāʾ, rooted in deep familiarity with 
narrators, chains, and transmission history. 

Understanding jarḥ at this level transforms ḥadīth criticism from a list of 
judgments into a living analytical science, governed by reasoned probability, 
scholarly restraint, and methodological rigor. 
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